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John Shaw: Cabinetmaker of Annapolis

Fig 1. James Stodden’s 1719 Flar of An
napalis, a8 redrawn by john Calliban in
1784, Mﬂ)]and Hall of Records, Annapalis
(MAHR 1313-147]. The shop of Shaw and

Chisholm a3 advertised in 1773 was on
Chmch Street. Shaw later lived, from 1784
10 182, o0 State Carcle, identificd on the
map as the Public Circle.

ar many years, the name of John Shaw has been synonymous
with Hne fumiture of the Federal period m Maryl 8

though recent research has identified a number of cabinet-

makers working in the State, most of these have been
associated with the city of Baltimore. John Shaw remains the foremost
cahinetmaker known to have been working in Annapolis during the
latter part of the cighteenth century. The output of his shop must
have been prodigious to judge from the relatively large number of
extant picces of furniture connected with him, Nearly fifty examples
bearing his printed paper label are known today and at least as many
more firm attnbutions, based on style and construction technigques as
well as documentary evidence, can be made. The survival of such a
large body of work associated with one cabinetmaker is in itself
usanal. That many of the pieces of Rrrmiture have remained in the
famili

o5 of prominent M.nryland.ers has given an added cacher to Shaw's
watk. In nddlu.on, Shaw produced fumiture for the State House in
Annapolis and varipus other offices which led, in turn, to private
commissions from State officials. The prosperity of the city and Shaw's
own ohilities as an entrepreneur enabled him to capitalize on the
opportunities afforded him in Annapolis and to dominate the cabinet-
making trade there,

Shaw's advent in Annapolis came during the Age of Affluence that
characterized the city from around 1769 to 1774." During this period
the termination of the French and Indian War and the concentration
of political pawer there brought unprecedented prosperity to the city
on the banks of the Severn. The British officials stationed in Annapolis
enjoyed an elegant and luxurions style of living that was emulated by
the wealthy planters who were drawn to the town as the social,
cultural, and economic center of Maryland as well as its political hub

The lobauon planters who flocked to the city built imposing town
houses and furnished them primarily with imported goods and fumi-
ture, but patronized local meschants and crattsmen as well. Between
1764 and 1774, the construction of at least fourteen importane town
houses created employment for workmen in the building trades.
Although Maryland's economy was dominated chiefly by Londan
during the colonial period, Scottish factors invaded the market and
controlled npprum.rna:cly ane !hud of I’h: tohacco I.n!d: by 17712 The
Glasgow and Annap




of craftsmen as well as those interested in taking advantage of the
mercantile opportunities avatiable in the New World, John Shaw was
ovne such craftsman.

Born in Scotland on April a5, 745, John Shaw i5 listed in the
o e e e e TR Y
Clasgow parish register as the “lawt ary Cassels
Shaw.! Since no ap iceship lists were in Glisgow, it is
dd:ﬂcult to docume:nt Shaw's early tnu-mng. bu( it is probable that he
was 1 as a or Part of entry records
for Annapolis do not record his arrival there, but it is likely that this
occurred around 1764 He may have attached himself to one of the
catablished cabinetmakers or joiners in Annapolis hefore venturing
torth on his own. At the age of twenty-three, he was e\rldmtly working
a5 a journeyman when he appears in 1768 in the ledger of James Brice,
1 wealthy piarmet who was building an imposing town house in
Annapalic aconmnts aiggest that Shaw was engaged in a variory
of constroction activities and note that he was paid for labor alld
building materials (see g 2]7

The first notice of Shaw as a cahinetmaker is found in the records
of a court case in 1770 involving Thomas Sparrow, a silversmith who
later engraved Shaw's printed labels.® Shaw soon joined forces with o
{:ﬂuw Scm A:chiha.[d Ch.lshnlm, wl\o was already established by 1770
1772 and 1775 the firm of
Shaw and Chishulm waa cng,s.ged by Jumes Brice for the following
TEpairs:

arv Caceale

To putting a new u:gml on 4 Mahuuanv Char
To a Birds Cape wi

To Mending the Claw of o T.Ne

Tov paw Stocking 2 Cun

To Mending a Tea Table ¥ a new Ketch for Ditto 2/
T Mending a Mahogany Chaie

Shaw and Chisholm advertised in the Maryland Gazette, May 27,
1773, #5 "Cabinet and Chairmakers, in Church Street, near the dock,"
an advantageous location in the center ol m:mamlle ;cnmy The
importing firm of Charles Wallsce, john Davidson, and joshua jobnson,
for example, was established at the foot of Chul\:h Strect near the
wharf, and other cabinetmakers also had shops nearby, facilitating
casy interaction berween crafesmen and the mercantile community
isee fg. 1]*

The activities of the Shaw and Chisholm shop were diverse: cabinet
a-nd chalrrnak.lna fumiture repair, sgllln.g imported gpuda. inclml.uxg

pecialized pieces of as tea caddi

bcards and even such poods as Jamaican brown sugar [Maryland
Gazc.uc. August 1, 1776). As leadersin the cabmatmnkmgcm’nmu ty,
they supplicd giher craftsmen with Hamber and tools @5 ai adver
ment in the Maryland Gazette for May 6, 1773, indicated: “Tust
imported from Landon, and to e sold by Siaw and CrisHois. . a neat
and general assortment of Toiners and Cabinetmakers tools. ... In
addition to such tools, the partners had for sale “A QUANTITY of
mahogany, in logs, plank, and boards, and a variety of looking-glasses
in Mahogany frames. They likewise do various kinds of tumer's work”
(Maryland Gazette, April 13, 1775).

tisc-
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l'hhu craftsmen appear to have been associated with thz shup ol
Sl e R
Instrument-maker asd Tuner feom MANCHESTER
Maryland Gazette [February 25, 1773) that he had "“commenced the
said Bronches of Business, ot Messm. Shaw anld| Chisholm's Cabinet
Shop; where all Sorts of Tumer's Wark 15 executed in the compleatest
Manner'” and “all Sorts of Musical Instruments repaired. " Tsaac
Harris, a journcyman and blacksmith, is also known to have been
warking 1 the shop " Gilbert Middleton is thoughe to have been
connected with Shaw and Chisholm ar this time for they jointly
advertised in the Maryland Gazette of June ao, 1776, for the retum of
three runaway apprentices,

By 1775 Shaw and Chisholm had received one of their frst com-
missions for the State House. They made “a Pine Bookcise with 3
Drawers Tigeon Holes and Sliding Partitions” for the Loan Office.’
The patronage Shaw received from the State, both during his partner-
ships with Chisholm and when he was working on his own, played &
significant part in the development of his career as a cabinetmaker
Shaw made himseif indispensabie ac the Stace House, cventuaily
serving as a sort of general maintenance supervisor undertaking
construction, repairs, and commissions of all sors.

The advent of the Revolution saw the dissolution of the first
parenership between John Shaw and Archibald Chisholm who an-
nounced in the Marvland Gazette of November 14, 1776, that cach
“intends carrying on their business of cabinet and chair making as
formerly,"” Shaw “at the house lately occupied by the company'' and
Chisholm “at :h: house lately possessed by Mr. Charles Peale, in
Chun—Jl S::r::t_ " Shaw m.u:mued 1o execute cabinetwork and a]sﬂ

I.mm the State, J.n 1778 he was paldm May far mahogany ballot hmm«
and in September for twenty-one chests and rulers for the commissary
of stores and a mahogany table for the Governor and Council. ¥ The

commissions continued: in 1779 he was paid £64 for three desks and
nine stools for public offices, and in 1780 he carned almost a thousand
pounds for two presses for the Council Room and a table with & range
ol pigeonholes lor the Auditor's Oifice. ™
Both Shaw and Chishnl.m appear separately in the account books of
John Davidson, an Annap h between 1780 and 1785, Shaw
purchased black Barceluna silk handkerchicls, cotton kings, and
furniture hardware including "4 pair Table Butrs, 1 stock Lock, [and|
1 Brass Lock with 2 Keys.”'> Chisholm's transactions include shoes
and hats while both Shaw and Chisholm have sccounts-for large
guantities of sailcloth.'® According to the 1783 tax list, all three men
were of comparable economic standing, !’
though no account book or shop ledger has been discovered for
cither partmership or for Shaw’s own shop, a hintef the extent of teir
activities can be seen through the ledgers of their patrons, Between
1781 and 1786 Shaw exccated the following cabinetwork for James
Brice: ln 1783 he rep
covir! snd made o childis crib hedstesd-and mnhngany cradle with
a round top; in 1784 he produced a lamge pine bookease for the study;
and in 1785 an oval breakfast table made of mahogany with a cut

an eagy chair Ynew stuffing it Maling a

stretcher and an oval tea board with “silver'd” handles.t



m::r:.:-:a:;-rcsr{gh client was Edward Lioyd IV whi lived in Annapolis
L 3 ye House on the Eastern Shore. Shaw and Chisholm sppear
m_. 18 accounts for 1773 as joiners who were paid for varic "ml:ur
::J:;::::Jnfg toodstulfs imd_ dry goods.®® In 1780 Shaw p?n\ude:d @ hi K
e W:ﬂ:t[u;r. two window curtains, and six chairs at £60,0.0, a:;c
5 stan -4 0.0; ane dlmssmg table cover and glass at £3.0.0, one
R ...h. fm UiE ciose $tool at £4.0,0.29 ) i
oo thes ;l{: of Edward Lloyd IV in 1706, Shaw continued to work
o Mﬂ; m:.\‘:jt # desk-and-hookcase for Edwird Lloyd V's
Remaiin o ’n\ [n: )é;-THolusu which is documented by a bill of sale
i l.ms & #9 Shaw's name appears again in Lloyd's sccounts
e pa;l. for a picture frame and in 1801 when he signed g
I_jn)-;}iJ Eﬁqnir:;g‘ rth:‘( ;::m R:n;wcd of Sir Aaron Anthony for Edwaed
fourteenth day of August L\g]\l::nh;::ﬁfd I::;l:rs m:‘ ST
The firm of Shaw and Chisho s
Edward i

5 g

olm_also figures in the accounts af

s y fohn Cadwalader, 0 weald i -
phian described by John Adams in 1774 as “a (.%cntlunwh':)r?:iui.adrllt

F e, [wi
:::mj:t'nl‘_'“'_'m =dRT-1I1|J and elegant House And Furniture,"™ I g7+¢
partners rendered an accoune for 4 type of billiard table |'aJ§:‘1
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deseribed in theiraccount as a “True Madam "} or " Mahogany Missippy
Tahle Cover'd with flannel & Green Cloth with a Sett of Ivory Balls
for Ditto."™ Shaw's name appears in the aceounts alse of various
Annapolis merchants during the years 1776 to 1807. He was evidently
prosperous enough and willing to offer sccurity for other retailers in
the capital.

A zealous patriot, Shaw was appointed Armorer for the State of
Maryland in 1777, in charge of stocking arms and ammunition for the
use of the army, He also served during the Revolution in the Severn
Rattalion under General William Smallwoed, heing commissioned a
second lieutenant in 1778 and rising to sergeant-major in April 17793
As State Armorer, he purchased guns and gun barrels, and in an
inventory taken in November 1778 he stated that he had 1,353 arms
and 1,003 bayonets in stock *” The Council of Maryland paid him for
his services as well as fo
supervised the Armory itseli, mending windows amd piit
and was also paid for hardware and buttans,® Shaw served as State
Armorer until 1814

When the Revolution transformed Annapolis from a town of wealthy
consumers and merchants into a military and naval center, cabinet
makers like Shaw and Chisholm assumed public positions, devoting
their cabinetmaking skills to the war effort rather than to pnivate

sl Shaw, for le, found himself making cartridge

the use of his tools and workmen.* He

i aETS

boxes and packing cases for guns rather than fumniture during 1779
and 1780, While many Annapolis merchanes suffered reves
i

4 from

the Ioss of a wealthy ioyalist clienicie and fror
procuring and selling imported goods because of shipping embargocs,
Shaw profited from his association with the State, which favored him
with contracts. Like other cahinetmakers, Shaw was also employed as
an undertaker and aranged a number of funerals, both military and
civilian, for which he provided coffins, In addition, he also made camp
furniture and bedsteads for the use of the troops.™

Shaw probably maintained a large warehouse stocked with lumber
for cabinetmaking and carpentry repairs. We know that he provided
wood far scantling, poplar and pine planking, for a pump he made to
faciittate the action of the pul ihi
Assembly in 1785 Other odd jobs Shaw performed for the Statc
included makmg flags and pocuring and installing halyards for the
fageeatf mabing do | window seats, tuking down pictures and
indow curt the State House, snd supplying fifes and drums.

When in 1783 George Washingron resigned his commission as
Commuander-in-Chief of the Continental Army in Annapolis, the
celebration lasted for several days Shaw was in charge of a public
dinner, hall, and illumination of the State House where the ceremony
ook place on December 23, State records show his purchase of planks
and maiis for the piatiomm, ing for 4 candles b
the ilumination.* Shaw had been responsible for asimi

c owell

Ao

rillumination
as part of the celebration when peace was declared in August 17831
Wk Are deet i Shaw's place of business in 1781, causing the
loss of all his tools and “every ather thing in his shop," he rejoined
Chisholm for about a year |Maryland Gazetee, February & 17831 On
December 11, 1783, they advertised in the Maryland Gazetee




[UST IMPORTED, In the ship NONSUCH, from London, and to
be sold by SHAW & CHISHOLM, ar the house of John Shaw, near
the Stade-f  ANEAT of framed looking-
glasses, backgammon tables, draught-boards, tea-chests, tea-boxes,
ihbame hoards wnd b "
af backgammon-boxes and men, prints framed
varicry of walking sticks, &c

1. . lmported tn same ship, o néat fine taned piano forte, and
tohe cald ar A O n's

In 1784 (Maryland Guzerre, November 11 this advertisement had
heen expanded to include “maps of North-Amenca, divided according
to the preliminary articles, signed at Versailles [and a] general Atlas,
describing the whole universe. . . ."" The imported goods that supple-
mented their cabi k had been ad | as carly as 1773, and
each man continued in retail itade uniil ihe end of ithe Iy,
About 1784 Shaw purchased a house on State Circle, 1 location
apparently advantageous for craftsmen |see fig: 1).* William Whetcroft,
4 silversmith who also sold fumiture, and Thomas Prvce. carpenter
and uphalsterer, had their houses and shops in the surrounding area
\Marvland Gazerte, March 7, 1782]. The site directly across from the
State House would have been most conventent for Shaw in carrying
out his many commissions for the government. For example, when in

Fig. 5. Brookshy-Shaw FHouse, Annupols.
buily in the 1730%, [obn Shaw owned and
occtpled ‘this hiwse from 1784 until his
death'in 1829

Fig 4. Reynolds Tavern, Annapolis, ca
1747, In the earl tecnth century, the
Iohn Ghaw was

3
the carpenter “‘undertal It is pemark-
ably similar in desagn v the original porch
of the Brooksby-Shaw House shown in fig
3. {Photograph © M. E. Warren, Annapalial

1784 the Continental Congress convened m the Suate Howse in
Annapolis, Shaw sold to Thomas JeHerson cabinetwork in the amount
of £4.2. 6

The artist Charles Willson Peale, who had moved vo Philadelphia
from Annapalis in 1775, asked the partners to hang his porerast of
Washington at Yorktown which had been commissioned by the State
of Maryland. As Peale wrote to Governor William Paca on November
15, 17684:

1 have the Frame ready for the porteast of his Excellency Gen'
Washington. The charge in £28, it i substantial & 1 think suffi
ciently animated for the purpose of being placed in a public Building
| el x in nacking ¢

H
large, & send such dirccrions
put them together, and place the
it, without my heing at the expense of 4 journey w your city.™

Peale, who had worked as a warchmaker in Aanapolis in 1764, was
well known to Shaw and Chisholm. He coneeived the idea of composing
4 panoramic view of the city by drawing cach aspect from the octagonal
State House tower, and then making a larger print of the whole (see
figs. § & &) In his diary, Peale notes that he was making 4 machine
for taking perspective views at “Mr. Shaw's Shop” for five days
whereupon he abandoned the project for a fresh stare which he soon
completed ” The result was a round print with the elevation of the
Sgate House in the center. In the notice of the dissolution of their firm




in the Maryland Gazette of November 14, 1776, Chisholm stated that
his business would be carried on i the Chareh Street house lately
oceupied by Peale.

84 John Shaw had been commissioned by his former com-
afficer, Ceneral William Smallwood, to make 3 wable, for
which he was paid £9.19.3.* Smallwood, upon finishing his term as
governor, had retumned to his home in Charles County. Shaw later
wrote to Smallwood, describmg the progress of additional cabinetwork
hee ardered for his plantation;

The Chairs you Sent to be repuir has been dome Ever Since the
Second wel after thzsr came here. | Saw Lazar the packer man
Soine time ago who promised to call for them the frst time he
was gong t0 Potowmack but has not donfe] it yee—your Sudehoard
rable is done all but the top, for which 1 have Sent 1o Philadelphia
for the Best peice of mahogany that can be got o make it ol |
Shall be glad you would Send to the glass man about the bottles
as | Expect to fnish the rable very Soon, 1 Shall Esteem it as a
particular favour if will be So kind as to Send up the ballance of
worr Arconng I
&

It is interesting to pote that Shaw had to send to Philadelphia for an
especially fine picce of wood, and that completion of the sideboard
may have depended on leaming the size of the glass decanter from a
supplier.

y evidence indi 1 f work Shaw continued
to do for the .':mc in the Iaat two dcc.n&en of the eighteenth and well
into the nineteenth century, In 1785 he supplied a table with drawer
and lock while at the same time olm made a “Book Case &

Diesle” for the Intendant's Office @ Shaw also produced two tables and
a press for the House of Delegates in 1785, and in 1786 two pine tables
for the committce mooms and & nwmber of mahogany rulers* In 1788
e was paid for "putting up Seats* in the House of Delegates Chamber.
Evidently Shaw also rented temporary furnishings for this room when
they were needed. In 1791, for example, the Council directed Shaw
“to make such repairs to the windows and fire places in the house of
Delegates as are necessary and to procure tables, henches, curtains to
two windows, coverings for the rables, and one and a half doz tin
Sconees, and to take the same into his possession at the end of the
Session. "

Notices in the Maryland Gazeree for May 3, 1793, invited hids on
contracts for the completion of State House construction, The contract
for carpentry was awarded to William Gilmor and [ohn Shaw, and the
plasterwork to Thomas Dance * When Dance was killed shortly after
receiving the contract, Shaw apparently took over both phases of
construction under the nupcmsmn of one Joseph Clarke. The speci-

fications for the carpeniry that seem o be in Shaw's hand suggest his

range of skills and a thorough knowledge of architecture. Shaw
employed a numh:r af men o carry out the work and charged a ten
percent ion for his A

In 1794 Shaw submited a carcful estimare of the repairs needed
inside the State House, which included constructing a circular balus-
trade behind the seats in the Senate Chamber, “New Covering the
presidants Chair & 18 arm Do and A Crimson Curtam for the Pres?

0

e —

Fig: 5. Charles Willson Feale [1741-1837]
Perspective Drawing of the State Huowse,
1788 Pon and ink; 7% % rats in Maryland
Hall of Records, Annapalis: Gifeol Willam
Voss Elder [T (MdHR Grogt], The buuses

an the defe face Siate Circle. ]nhn Shaw's
lmna: appears on the far loft

Fig, 0. Charies Willson Prale [1742-1827]
Perspaciive Drawing of the State House
Dome, 1768, Pen and ik, 74 x 134 in
Maryland ooz, ift

“of William Vess Elder 11 [MdHR h!D5I|

Desk,” repairing chairs, and providing benches i one
room; in the House of Delegates, “new Covering the
with Crimson moreen & Brass nails,”" a curtain for the Speaker's desk,
#Takeing down the Decke takeing up the Carper. ! and “repairing the
Desks & fixing them up again. 4% The terms of his estimate suggest
that thers was old fumiture in both chambers at the time which Shaw
Was to rejuvenate.

Then on May 20, 1796, Shaw was commissioned “to make for the
use of the Executive in the Counctl Room Six arm Chairs of Mahogany
with stuffed Bottoms wvmf] whh crimson Moriens,” and again in

Diccember of that year “twenty four handsome commadions chairs o

i1



Pig. 7. Detail fromm the Dennis Griffith Map
of the State of Maryland, 17e4. Maryland
State Law Library, John Shaw advereised
the sale of these maps in 1796

0

Qr e R

ﬁ‘lﬁ“""““‘m‘"‘“h.,
ﬁ m,'a-,i-t

m..c-z?’

be made for the accamodnum an the Semm amongst which shall be
a presidential chair, . .. e received pay of
£34.10.0 for Y6 mxhoggny Chairs with arms the feer Inlaid the backs
Omamented & the bortems Coverd with Crimson Moreen & 2 rows
of Brass natls” in February 1797 |sec fig, 8], and in November of the
same year he was paid for “24 Mahogany arm chairs, 1o Mahogany
Desks for the use of the Senate & 1 neat Mahogeny d° for the
president. . . . Shaw's work feir the State House in 1796 also included
repairs to the Chancery Office, including new feet for the chairs,
hinges, banisters, glass, scantling md planks, as well as new blinds

i 18 en ed Shaw to produce a plan
for the ionof the ives to the House of Delegates,

Tig. 8. Wr nl MIJ Imm Iunn Shaw m |h:
Stare of M; August §

Maryland e p.,uq e 7 ekt
1 B Mo, 8o, M-In‘l.lml Hall of Rec-
, Annapolis, ftem No. 27

but members felt the room was too small to warrant an elaborate plan.
Another plan; submitted by the Council in June 1798, called for
fumishing the room with circular tables and as many Windsor chairs
as needed to seat the members of the House, to be amanged as in the
United States House of Representatives ™ However, 1t was not until
1807 thar the room received permanent furniture.

Shaw again repaired seats in the House of Delegates in 1803 and
was in charge of 'ftting up’ the room in which the Court of Appeals

held ity speeinme i 1908 5 Ha wae naid fnr renaire aed snndriss saeelisd
held ity sessions in 1808.% He was paid for repairs and sundnes supplied

to the Land Office in August 1811, including & press with three doors,
and was still working for the State in 1816 when he made a bookcase
for the Orphans Cour.™

Shaw remained active as a retailer of items other than humiture,
advertising in addition to sundry dry goods and foodstuffs “a few
LOOKING GLASSES, in gilt and mahogany frames, TEA CADDIES,
MAHDCANY KNIFE CASES, BACK-CAMMON TABLES, and a well
toned PIANO-FORTE" (Maryland Gazette, fanuary 2, 1794). In March
of 1706 (Maryland Gazette. March 51) he had for sale Griffith's map
of Maryland |sec fig, 7/ and later that year had “A PRINT Of LIBERTY"
on display at his cahinermaking shop (Marvland Gazette. November
24, 1796 In the Augost 7, rdoo edition of the Maryland Gazette he
was selling such various items as:

A FEW elegant prints of Teomas Jerreason, Esq, vice-president of
the United States, in handsome gilt frames, ditto the Wassinaron
FamiLy, d.lml.\:l:sla»u, tea caddics, portable writingdesks, gentle-
mens r.hcatl of tools, plate hlukrts lined wlth tin, house bells,
chamber lamps, with wicks fo @ buming in the night, gilt oval
irames for pictures, boxes of paints for drawing, black lead and
P Lt e g itk iy
maps of Maryland, aind  varicey of house hold furnitre.

Undertaking had long heen a trad | sideline of cahi k
and Shaw continued to serve the community in this capacity after the
Revolution, providing coffins and the appropriate sccoutrements for
mouming. For one hereaved family, he furnished a coffin lined with
blick cloth and shrouded, & case for it, the use of 4 pall and hearse. a
shroud, black hathands, the fee for the sexton, and the funeral jeself
One Annapolitan, Benjamin Ogle, in a fetter 1o his son in December
807, made his last request for “Shaw to put me in the ground in the
most prvate manner.. .

23




In addition to his post as Armorer, Shaw had held many other public
oifices, including that of offical fire engine keeper of Annapolis. He
served 45 & city councilman from 1801 to 1813, as a city commissioner
in 1803, and was clected to the Jegislature in 1806.% He was often
called upon to serve as juror in the years between 1787 and 1805, He
was also a member of the vestry of 5t Anne's: Church as well as
church warden, an elective post, in 1797, t8o4, and again from 1811
to 18145 In the introduction to his son John's book of poetry, the
elder Shaw is ck ized as “a respectabl 1 5% Certainly
he was an ber of the ity, as his obitwary in
the Maryland Gazette of March §, 1829, made clear, calling him

ane of the oldest and mest respectable inhabitanes of this eity,
but, wntil disqualificd for active life by age, and its concomitant
infirmities, was one of the most useful of them. In the gallant and
arduous struggle for our independence, be espoused the cause of
[reedom, led the then truly responsible and difficult station
of armourer to the state. In that office he acquitted himsclf
completely to the satisfaction of the public, as was shewn by his
having been contined in it many years after that seruggic had
suceesstully terminated. He was gifted by nacure with strenigth, as
well as fortizude of mind, and possessed @ degree of self-control
which rarely permitted the calmness of remper, for which he was
Vahls, e dkitovhed ity ruted, he piirsned
his way, content in the conscious rectitude of his heart, and the
just aim of his actions. Not withstanding his earthly existence had
been protracted, by Divine Providence, to a term beyond that
allotted to most men, his whole conduce remained free from
reproach, and he descended into the grave, survived by a fair and
unblemished reputation, and in peace with the human family. He
was not afraid vo die!—A life ch ised by industry,
strict integrity, and punctual arcention to religious duty, had
stripped death of its trmrs, and prepered him for that awful event.
To conclude—he was @ good man, who lived sincerely beloved by
his family, and ¥ by his fell i ) and
has, we trust, passed from this world of care, 1o partaie of the jays
promised to the righteous.

Shaw married o Elizabeth Wellstead Pratt on July 30, 1777.%
Four of their five sons attended 5t John's Callege in Annapolis,® The
eldest, John, studied medicine and became a surgeon at the Medical
College in Baltimore. He died while on a voyage to the Bahamas in
18094 After college, Thomas, one of Shaw's most enterprising and
suceessful children, became # retail merchant on Church Sereet where
he stocked a great variety of goods and, as had his father before him,
supplied sundry items to the State, hefore moving to Frederick County,
Little is known of James, who died in 1830, other than that his father
Ieft him property on Doctor Streer. Another son, William, died as a
child.

The youngest son, George, carried on the Shaw cabinet shop. He
worked with his father until venturing into the bookbinding trade for
a periad between 1814 and 1817, After that he worked with William
Warthington as a cabinetmaker until 1829 when he briefly assumed
control of his father's shop and Wortl moved to G
Shaw hequeathed to George the family house, providing he paid his
siblings a “reasonable” annual rens, and the “usc of the Store House

he now Oceupies together with the warehouse and book binders room*
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vertiscment, Marvliond Gazeit,
14, 1776, Maryland' Hisworical

with the proviso “that he pay a reat of ane hundred Dollars annually
to my other children for the Same.” George was ilso to receive, in
addition s his one-ffth share of the estate, “my mahogany ook casc
which was made. many years ago by myself provided he gives in
exchange to my 5on in law Thormas Franklin the Book case now used
by the Said George and now tn his possession. ™ ‘With George's death
just twn mionehs afeer his father's, control of the family business passed
to Franklin.

Shaw's daughter Elizabeth had married Thomas Franklin in 18168,
After his father-in-law’s death, he bought out the interest af the
remaining sons in the estate. Elizabeth inherited a Negro woman and
one-fifth interest in the properey. To his older daughter, Mary, who
had never married and appasently resided with her farher until his
death, Shaw had inscribed the family Bible: fohn Shaw to fis affec-
sionate daughter Mary Shaw August 2* 1827. She in turn bequeathed
1t 1 hor Franklin nephews.* She was also left one-fifth of the cotate,
two Megra servants, and “the Bedstead and bedding complete and all
the furniture generally used in her room."* After the courts declared
her mentally incompetent . Thomas Franklin hecame guardian
of her person and property. mahogany Pembroke table bearing the
imseription Mary Shaw's Table is the only surviving piece of furnirure
from the Shaw househald diseovered m date.

By his sccond wife, Margaret Steuart, whom he married in 1798
after the death of Elizabeth Pract Shaw in 1793, Shaw had 4 daugheer,
Jane. Margaret Shaw died an July 5, rdo6, and Shaw died on February
26, 1839, at eighty-four, an esteemed and highly respectable gentleman
and one of the finest American cabinetmalers of his day.”
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Cabinetmaking in Shaw’s Annapolis

oo aho aiabgasaely
the sighteenth

n Annapolis as clewheie in Amenica duns : :
I century, the apprenticeship system served as the major vehicle

for the transmission of technical skills among craftsmen with
| = |the result that resional designs and forms were perpetuated
and construction techniques shared.

The Orphans Court in Annapolis was in charge of all indentures in
Maryland hefore 1786 when an “Act Respecting Apprentices,” passed
by the General Assembly, empowered the county courts to administer
the apprenticeship of orphans as o means for their support and
education, According to the same act, a parent could bind out his own
child on reasonahle terms, for any time not longer than his minority.!
In Maryland in the late eighteenth and carly nineteenth centurics,
more apprentices were bound out to craftsmen than to any other
oceupation,

Apprenticeship entailed a formal contract to exchange work for
education, goods, and clothing. A& master taught the apprentice a trade
such as cabinetmaking, and while providing him with lodging, suste-
nance, and basic education, expected that e would reciprocate by
preserving the master's trade sccrets, safeguanding his property, and
by leading a moral life. However, as the many complaints fled wich
the cousts regard ye teetlfy, ann wene not alwavs
reliable, For example, John Shaw, Archibald Chisholm, and Gilhert
Middleton advertised in the Marpland Gazette on June 20, 1776, for
three pprenti Richard Carm John Ferguson, and
Henry Pratt |sce Hig, 10},

In addition to adverticements, eourt records provide what other lictle
information we have on the spprentices of John Shaw. Alexander
Ramsburg was bound February 11, 1778, as an apprentice to Shaw “to
e hrought up to the business and 1o be taught the Trade of Cabinet
making also to cause him to be taught to read and write, and to learn
to Cypher as far as the Rule of three, and also to pay him Six pounds
Currency at the Expiration of his time of Servitude. , . When she
was o child of nine, Jane Lewis was bound to Shaw as a seamstress
for a period of sixteen years. Others known to have heen in his service
include William Thomas Ross, apprenticed in 1784, who later became
a chair and cabinetmaker in his own shop on Church Street.®

Washingtan Tuck was bound tw Shaw in 1798 “to be taught the
Trade of a Cabinet Maker and Joiner,” Shaw agreeing “to find him in
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